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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (199M-2304) (C) (SQ. 13) 

SUBJECT: GENERAL CARLOS GUILLERMO SUAREZ-MASON 
I IT - ARGENTINA; 

\ x EXTRADITION MATTER 
00: SAN FRANCISCO 



All markings, notations and items of information 
contained in this document are classified '' SECRET/WINTEL/NQ 
F O RM/NO CONTRACT 

Reference San Francisco Airtel to Bureau, dated 
12/24/87 and Teletype, dated 5/9/88. 

Captioned Subject was deported to Argentina on 
5/7-8/88, by U.S. Marshall's Service. Attempts to obtain a list 
of visitors at San Francisco County Jail during captioned 
Subject's incarceration proved negative. As stated in referenced 
Airtel, San Francisco Jail does not maintain visitor records. 
According to jail authorities, Subject was visited often by his 
wife and attorney. No further information was provided by local 
authorities. 
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SUBJECT: GENERAL CARLOS GUILLERMO SUAKEZ-MASON; IT - A RGENTINA: 

EXTRADITION MATTER; 00: SAN FRANCISCO. 

ALL MARKINGS , NOTATIONS AND ITEMS OF INFORMATION CONTAINED. 
IN THIS DOCUMENT ARE CLASSIFIED "SECRET/WNINTEL/NOFORN/ 



NOCONTRACT." 


REFERENCE 
8, 1988. 

C A P T 10 N E D 
WEEKEND OF MAY 


BUREAU TELETYPE TO LOS ANGELES, ET AL , DATED 

SUBJECT WAS DEPORTED TO ARGENTINA DURING THE 
7-8, 1988, BY U.S. MARSHAL'S OFFICE. 



SAN FRANCISCO IS CONTINUING IN 


ITS ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN 
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$21 Million 
giiient in 
Torture Case 

By Cynthia Gorney 

Washington Post Staff Writer 


i SAN FRANCISCO, April 25—A 

■ former Argentine army general, 
••who fled to the United States five 
♦wears ago to avoid prosecution for 
Lhuman-rights violations, was or¬ 
dered today to pay $21.1 million to 
r'an Argentine citizen who said he 
y was tortured and imprisoned under 
4; the general’s command. 

I Carlos Suarez Mason, 64, "inten- 
l tionally, systematically and, with an 
; awareness of the consequences, 
l directed a pattern and practice of 
; terror against the general popula- 

■ tion of Argentina” while comman- 
ding the 1st Army Corps in Buenos 

' Aires, U.S. District Court Judge 
l Samuel Conti wrote in his order. 

A “This pattern . . . was charac¬ 
terized by widespread violations of 
•; the most fundamental human 
-^rights, including abductions, disap¬ 
pearances, torture, prolonged ar- 
Ibitrary detentions and summary 
» executions,” Conti wrote. 

; The judgment against Suarez, 

; who is jailed here while fighting ex- 

• tradition to Argentina on murder 
<■ and kidnap charges, is the largest 
I awarded in the newly emerging 
' field of international human-rights 
; claims in American courts, accord- 

* ing to Washington-based lawyer 
- Sam Issacharoff. 

“This. . . confirms that American 
courts can hear and will hear claims 
, of violations of international human' 

.’ rights,” said Issacharoff, who'tar-, 
gued the case with the New’Yo'rk- 
based Center for Constitutional 
Rights. 
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9 The case was brought by Horaeio 
Martinez Baca, 46, an Argentine 
lawyer who had represented labor 
unions and held local government 
posts before being abducted in 
1976 and imprisoned without char¬ 
ges for four years. 

Martinez Baca testified that he 
was tortured many times in prison. 
When he was released in 1980 and 
fled to the United States, according 
to testimony, he had lost about 40 
pounds. . A ./ 

Accounts similar to that of Mar¬ 
tinez Baca were plentiful in Argen¬ 
tina during the late 1970s when the 
military, which held power from 
1976 to 1983, began what it re¬ 
ferred to as its “dirty, war” against 
terrorists. ' it / , yy' '-SV-V;- 

As corps commander, Suarez '‘did 
not personally apply the electric 
prods” to Martinez Baca, but evi¬ 
dence showed that he directed or¬ 
ders and planning for those whp did, 
Conti wrote. "" K Cr < v 

Citing California and internation¬ 
al law, Conti awarded Martinez 
Baca $1.17 million for lost income, 
$10 million in compensatory dam¬ 
ages for pain and suffering and $10 
million in punitive damages, an 
amount Conti said can be deter¬ 
mined by “the egregiousness of the 
defendant’s actions and the need to 
deter further such actions.” 

The money is not expected to be 
readily available, since Suarez, not 
represented in court during final 
arguments in the civii trial last 
month, has declared that he has 
almost no assets. 

Attorneys who brought the case 
have said they believe that he is 
hiding funds, and Issacharoff said 
the judgment gives them authority 
to begin examining Suarez's U.S. 
financial records and perhaps those 
abroad. 

Martinez Baca, who works in a 
San Francisco law office, said that if 
the' money is found, he intends to 
donate half of it to Argentine hu- 
^m|ir^riglits organizations. 
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Enclosed is one copy of an article from The Washington 
Post, dated 4/26/88 regarding captioned subject. 
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□ White House/WH/ 

□ Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco Firearms/BATF/ 
Central Intelligence Agency/CIA/ 

□ CIA DCD/DCD/ 

□ Dept, of Energy HQS/DOEHQ/ 

□ Dept, of Energy Germantown DIV/DOE/ 

□ Dept, of Justice/DOJ/ 

□ Dept, of State/DOS/ 

□ Dept, of the Army/DA/ 

□ Dept, of Treasury/DOT/ 

□ Defense Intelligence Agency/DIA/ 


□ Director National Security Agency/NSA/ 

□ Director Naval Investigative Service/DIRNAVINSERV/ 

□ Drug Enforcement Admin./DEA/ 

□ FAA Washington HQ/FAA/ 

□ HQ AFOSI Bolling AFBDC/AFOSI/ 

□ INSCOM Ft. Meade/INSCOM/ 

□ Nuclear Regulatory Commission/NRC/ 

□ U.S. Customs Service/UCS/ 

□ U.S. Immigration & Naturalization Service/INS/ 

□ U.S. Secret Service/USSS/ 

□ Other: _ 
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FU LOS ’ANGELES (19 90-383 1 )( P U C )(LBRA/CT-1) 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI ROUTINE 

FBI SAN FRANCISCO ROUTINE 

LEGAL ATTACHE MONTEVIDEO ROUTINE 
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GENERAL CARLOS GUILLERMO SUAREZ-MASON; IT-ARGKNTIFA; 
EXTRADITION MATTED; DO: SAN FRANCISCO. 

THIS COMMUNICATION IS CLASSIFIED 
" S E-S&JELT / UNIM'FEL/ NOF ORN/ NOG OUTPACT” IN ITS ENTIRETY. 

V 

RE BUREAU TELETYPE TO LOS ANGELES, £T AL, DATED MARCH 8, 


1 9 8 8 . 


REFERENCED TELETYPE PEOUESTSD THAT LCS ANGELES ADVISE 
FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION, TERMINAL ISLAND, CALIFORNIA, 
PRISON OFFICIALS OF TP E POSSIBLE ATTEMPT BY SUBJECT'S SUPPORTERS 
TO ASSIST SUBJECT IN ESCAPING FROM DETENTION AND THAT LOS ANGELES 
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- p -A r E TWO Dr; LA 0002 S—H — r T " i ' urT KT xT.-cr.-r.K TOr m -TMrT 
OBTAIN A LIST OF ALL OF SUBJECT'S VISITORS. 

ON MARCH IS, ILLS, CONTACT WAS FADE LITE OFFICIALS AT 
FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION, TERMINAL T SLANT 1 , AT WHICH TINE 
THEY ADVISED THAT ON MARCH 16, 1988, SUBJECT MAS RELEASED FROM 

TERMINAL ISLAND INTO THF CUSTODY OF U.S. MARSHAL'S SERVICE , 

N 0 R T TJ E R M DISTRICT OF CAL IF 0 P NIA. 

PRIOR TO SUBJECT'S RELEASE, ON 'LARCH 1 1 - 13, 1988 , SUBJECT 

HAS VISITED BY WIFE, ANGELICA SHARE?; UNCLE, LAMAR HARLEY; AMD 
AUNT, JEAN HARLEY. 

AS ALL INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN COMPLETED, THE LOS ANGELES 
DIVISION IS PLACING THIS MATTER IN AN RUC STATUS. 

THE DISSEMINATION OF AFOREMENTIONED INFORMATION IS BEING 
LEFT TO THE DISCRETION OF THE BUREAU. 

C BY G-3; > #>'5 s gL ON OADR. 
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PRIORITY 


\FM DIRECTOR FBI 


TO FBI LOS ANGELES PRIORITY 
FBI SAN FRANCISCO PRIORITY 
LEGAL ATTACHE MONTEVIDEO PRIORITY 
BT 




^UAREZ-MASONt 


GENERA L CARLOS GUILLERMO V SUAREZ-MASON^ IT-ARGENTINAi EXTRADITION 
MATTERS 00: SAN FRANCISCO 

THIS COMMUNICATION IS CLASSIFIED "SECRET/UNINTEL/NOFORN/ 
NOCONTRACT" IN ITS ENTIRETY. 

RE SAN FRANCISCO AIRTEL DATED 12/2M/A7-, TO THE BUREAU AND 
LOS ANGELES-, (MONTEVIDEO NOT IN RECEIPT) AND BUREAU TELETYPE 
DATED 5/2^/671 TO SAN FRANCISCO ONLY-, BOTH CAPTIONED AS ABOVE- 
FOR THE INFORMATION OF LOS ANGELES-, REFERENCED BUREAU 
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ARMY GENERAL GUILLERMO CARLOS MASON-, WHO IS CURRENTLY DETAINED IN 
A SAN FRANCISCO JAIL AWAITING A DEPORTATION HE ARING-, ARE PLANNING 
TO ASSIST HIM IN A ESCAPE FROM HIS DETENTION. 

INDICATED THAT THE ARGENTINE STATE SECRETARIAT FOR INTELLIGENCE 
(SIDE) RECEIVED INFORMATION THAT SUAREZ CONTINUES TO BE VISITED 
BY UNIDENTIFIED FORMER ARGENTINE MILITARY OFFICERS AND CIVILIAN 
"GANGSTERS" WHO PARTICIPATED IN ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES WITH SUAREZ IN 
ARGENTINA.^) U) 

LEADS WERE SET FOR SAN FRANCISCO TO DETERMINE WHERE SUBJECT 
IS INCARCERATED! ADVISE PRISON OFFICIALS OF THE POTENTIAL THREAT 


REFERENCED SAN FRANCISCO AIRTEL ADVISED THAT AUSA MARK 
ZANIDES-, SAN FRANCISCO WAS HANDLING THIS EXTRADITION ON 12/22/67-, 
AND THAT THE FORMAL EXTRADITION HEARING WAS SCHEDULED FOR 2/1/fifl. 

FURTHER-, SAN FRANCISCO REPORTED THAT DUE TO THE OVER CROWDED 
CONDITIONS OF JAIL FACILITIES WITHIN THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF 
CALIFORNIA-, THE U-S- MARSHAL'S SERVICE MOVED SUBJECT TO THE 
FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION-, TERMINAL ISLAND-, CALIFORNIA. 

SAN FRANCISCO IS TO CONTACT AUSA MARK ZANIDES FOR DETAILS 


bl per CIA 
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CONCERNING CAPTIONED SUBJECT'S EXTRADITION HEARING SCHEDULED FOR 
E/l/flfl• 

LOS ANGELES IS TO ADVISE TERMINAL ISLAND PRISON OFFICIALS OF 



RECIPIENTS ARE TO PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION IN A FORM 
SUITABLE FOR DISSEMINATION 
C BY G-3-, j$£sQL: OADR 
BT 
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PAGE H 


NOTE: ABOVE REQUESTS SAN FRANCISCO TO CONTACT ASSISTANT U-S- 
ATTORNEY-, SAN FRANCISCO FOR STATUS OF EXTRADITION HEARING 
CONCERNING CAPTIONED SUBJECT- 

IN ADDITION-, LOS ANGELES IS TO CONTACT PRISON OFFICIALS OF 

I AND 


THE POTENTIAL THREAT 


hi per CIA 


OBTAIN THE LIST OF VISITORS AND FORUARD THIS INFORMATI ON TO FBIHdJ 
IN A FORM SUITABLE FOR DISSEMINATION TO 
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0 SSiFiCATION: 

□ TOP SECRET 

□ SECRET 

□ CONFIDENTIAL 

□ UNCLASEFTO 

□ uncla ^ 2/24/87 

Date _ 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (199M-2304) (C) (SQD J.3) 


SUBJECT: GENERAL CARLOS GUI I 
( I IT - ARGgfeRXT'SJd 
r\ llA I ^OO: SAN FRANCISCO 


. . . 1 >■ 

xrMW 
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All markings, notations and items of information contained 
In this document are classified "Secret/Wnintel/Noforn/Nocontract." 

Re Bureau teletype to San Francisco, dated 5/30/87. 

For information of Los Angeles, subject SUAREZ-MASON is the 
former commandant of the First Army Corps in Arg entina. In 1983, a 
civilian constitutional government was restored in Argentina and 
thereafter, at the direction of the President of Argentina, various 
official investigations into alleged human rights violations were \ 
segun in the early part of 1984. In connection with one such official 
Investigation General SUAREZ-MASON was served with a summons to appear, V 
before the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces. SUAREZ-MASON did not 
ippear and apparently fled Argentina when he learned that an arrest 
■/arrant had been filed against him in November, 1984. 
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SUAREZ-MASON entered the United States on June 2, 1985, 
under a B-l tourist visa and on January 24, 1987, he was arrested 
at Foster City, Cali fornia pursuant to a warrant issued by a U.S. 
Magistrate in the"Eastern District of New Yor k upon application 
by the United States acting on behalf of the Republic of 
Argentina. A supplemental complaint and formal extradition 
documents have been submitted in the United States District Court 
for the Northern District of California. Basically these 
extradition documents claim that SUAREZ-MASON and other officers 
of the Argentine Armed Forces tortured and killed a great number 
of persons (potentially up to 8,000 victims) between 1976 and 
1979. The extradition requests that subject be returned to 
Argentina to stand trial. 

AUSA MARK ZANIDES, San Francisco, who is handling this 
matter advised on 12/22/87, that all of the extradition documents 
had been filed before U.S. District Court Judge D. LOWELL JENSEN 
and that the formal extradition hearing is now scheduled to be 
held on February 1, 1988. 

Owing to the over crowded conditions of jail facilities 
within the Northern District of California, the U.S. Marshal's 
Service has moved subject to the Federal Correctional 
Institution, Terminal Island, California. 


_ For additional information of Los Angeles J _I 

| sup;] ecu allegedly was conumuea ~co oe 
visited by "unidentified former Argentine military officers and 
civilian gangsters” who are potentially involved in illegal 
activities with him in Argentina. The Argentine Intelligence 
Service requested the identity of visitors to SUAREZ-MASON. The 
U.S. Marshal's Service, San Francisco was informed of the alleged 
details of this plot and they advised that had some bearing on 
their moving him to FCI, Terminal Island. In addition they 
pointed out that the San Francisco County Jail does not maintain 
visitors records, however, that subject's most constant visitor 
was his wife.)^jj 

There has been a significant amount of local media 
coverage regarding subject's legal difficulties and there is an 
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active Argentine community within this area which also keeps 
track of the legal motions taking place. 

No new information has been developed regarding this 
alleged escape plot and unless and until new information is 
developed, San Francisco is placing this case in a closed status, 
however, will maintain liaison contact with AUSA ZANIDES. 
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TO fu/DIRECTOR CIA* 
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GENERAL CARLOS GUIL L ERMO-^SU AR EZ'-fT^SON IT-ARGENTIN A i 
CID/TE: 1217-fl? 

THIS CONNUNICATION IS CLASSIFIED "SECRET/WNINTEL/NOFORN/ 
• NOCONTRACT" IN ITS ENTIRETY. 

RE CIA/DDO TELETYPE DATED NAY A, IRB?-,! 


CAPTIONED "ARGENTINE EX-GENERAL CARLOS SUAREZ NASON. 

A CHECK OF FBIHC5 FILES INDICATE NO ADDITIONAL INFORNATION 



REGARDING CAPTIONED SUBJECT FRON THAT ALREADY IN YOUR 
POSSESSION.£*) 

FURTHER-, OUR SAN FRANCISCO FIELD OFFICE HAS BEEN TASKED TO 
DETERNINE WHERE SUBJECT IS INCARCERATED i ADVISE PRISON 
OFFICIALS OF THE THREAT WITHOUT DIVULGING YOUR AGENCY AS THE 


■jJ} 
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SOURCEi ANDi TO OBTAIN A LIST OF SUBJECT'S VISITORS- 

THIS INFORMATION WILL BE TRANSMITTED TO YOUR AGENCY AS 
SOON AS RECEIVED BY FBIHC2- 
C BY G-3^ECL: OADR 
BT 
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NOTE: THIS COMMUNICATION PROVIDES THE RESULTS OF FBIH(3 INDICES 

ALONG UITH THE INFORMATION AS TO UHAT TASKING HAS 
BEEN MADE TO SAN FRANCISCO REGARDING THIS MATTER. IIi 


TO 
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■CLASS III CATION AUTHORITY ERQLI 
il AUTQ>£AJTIC DECLASSIflCATIQ-I 
ITE 10-28-2018 BY: F57M88 
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FM DIRECTOR FBI 

TO FBI SAN FRANCISCO ROUTINE 

BT 

SE - C - R ' E- T / 111 N - IN T E L / N 0 F -0 R N / N 0 C-WfT R A C T ^ 

cv 

GENERAL CARLOS GUILLERMO SUAREZ FTASON i IT-A RGENTINA 

THIS COMMUNICATION IS CLASSIFIED "SECRET/WNINTEL/NOFORN/NO 


CONTRACT" IN ITS ENTIRETY. 

FOR THE INFORMATION AND APPROPRIATE ACTION OF 


SAN FRANCISCO-, ON MAY fl, 1HA7- 

bl per CIA 
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THAT SUPPORTERS OF CASHIERED 



ARGENTINE ARMY GENERAL GUILLERMO CARLOS MASON-, WHO IS CURRENTLY 
DETAINED IN A SAN FRANCISCO JAIL AWAITING A DEPORTATION \ 


HEARING-, ARE PLANNING TO ASSIST HIM IN A ESCAPE FROM HIS 
DETENTION. THE LIAISON SOURCE INDICATED THAT THE ARGENTINE 
STATE SECRETARIAT FOR INTELLIGENCE -CSIDEI RECEIVED INFORMATION 
THAT SUAREZ CONTINUES TO BE VISITED BY 
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UNIDENTIFIED FORMER ARGENTINE MILITARY OFFICERS AND CIVILIAN 
"GANGSTERS" WHO WERE INVOLVED IN ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES WITH SUAREZ 
IN ARGENTINA.^C jjjj 

FBIH(3 FILES PROVIDED NO ADDITIONAL PERTINENT INFORMATION 

CONCERNING SUBJECT- - 

\ 

SAN FRANCISCO IS TO DETERMINE WHERE SUBJECT IS 
INCARCERATED'-, ADVISE PRISON OFFICIALS OF THE POTENTIAL THREAT 

bl per CIA 

AND OBTAIN THE LIST OF 
VISITORS AND FORWARD THIS INFORMATION TO FBIH<3 FOR POSSIBLE 
TRANSMITTAL 
C BY G- 
BT 
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NOTE: THIS COMMUNICATION ADVISES SAN FRANCISCO OF INFORMATION 


FROM 


CONCERNING A THREAT THAT SUPPORTERS OF CAPTIONED 
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SUBJECT MAY ASSIST HIM IN A ESCAPE FROM HIS DETENTION. iTJ? 




EC LASSIFICATIQH AUTHORITY FROM: 

BI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIKCATIOM GUIDE 
ATE 10-28-2018 BY': F57M88K71 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
Records/Operations Sections 



□ Name Searching Unit, 4989^ TL# 121 
S S^rvice^ntr^«^?nTT225 

□ Special File Room, 5991, TL# 122 

□ Forward to File Review, 544 7, TLft 143 

□ Attention _ _ 

g Return t0 ALLEN 4274 242 3431 

Supervisor, Room, TL#, Ext 


Scope of Search: (Check One) 

Automated Data Base (ADB)(lndividual Born 1962 and After) 

□ Restricted Search (Active Index - 5 & 20) 

□ Restricted Search (Active & Inactive Index - 5 & 30) 

□ Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index) 


Type of Search Requested: (Check One) 

P9 All References (Security & Criminal) 

□ Security Search 

□ Criminal Search 

□ Main _ References Only 


Special Instructions: (Check One) strict to idenl 
E Exact Name Only (On the Nose) h a sis only 


5 & 30) 


□ Buildup 

□ Restricted to Locality of 




Subject 
Birthdate & Place 
Address _ 


Localities 


ident 










4-22a (Rev. 11-13=85) 

NUMEROUS REFERENCE 
SEARCH SLIP 





pbi/doj 



